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Elisha’s name in Hebrew means “God saves.” His ministry exploits demonstrated the saving 

power of God.  
 

 

2 Kings 6:8–23 (NIV)1 

 
8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will 

set up my camp in such and such a place.” 9 But then the man of God would send word to 

the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are there.” 10 

…Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was always a step ahead of the 

Arameans. [As you can imagine…] 11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his 

officers and demanded of them, “Tell me! Which of you is on the side of the king of Israel?” 
12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is in 

Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.” 13 “Go, find out 

where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” The report came 

back: “He is in Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a mighty army there. They 

went by night and surrounded the city. 
 
15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an 

army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” 

the servant asked. 16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are 

more than those who are with them.” 17 And [then] Elisha prayed, “LORD, open his eyes, that 

he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full 

of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 As the enemy came down toward him, 

Elisha prayed to the LORD, “Strike this army with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, 

as Elisha had asked. 19 Elisha then told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. 

Follow me, and I will lead you to the man you are looking for.” And so he led them to 

Samaria. 
 
20 After they entered the city, Elisha said, “LORD, open the eyes of these men so they can 

see.” Then the LORD opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside 

Samaria.  
 
21 When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill 

them?” 22 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill those you have captured with 

your own sword or bow?” 

 

“Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their 

master.” 23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and 

drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So from then on the bands 

from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory. 
 

 

 

 
1 Passage edited for time and space. Any additions for clarification are noted in brackets. 
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This whole account revolves around TWO KINDS of blind people:  

1. A believer  

2. A group of unbelievers  

 

What both most need is to have their eyes opened. 
 

 

 

 

1. THE BLINDNESS OF BELIEVERS 
 
9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid. 11 And he said, “Who told you that 

you were naked?” Genesis 3:9-11a (NIV) 
 

 

 

 

The Apostle Paul prayed for the Ephesians: I pray that you, “...may have strength to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and 

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:18–19 (ESV) 
 

 

 

 

Psalm 103… “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, that’s how great God’s love is 

for us.”   
 

 

 

 

Psalm 34:7–10, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers 

them. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

Oh, fear the Lord, you his saint… for those who seek the Lord lack no good thing!” 
 

 

 

 

2. THE BLINDNESS OF THE UNBELIEVERS 
 

“If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt 

remains.” (John 9:41) 
 

 

 


